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IN THE CLAIMS 



\^ ^sL- (Currently Amended) A data reading-^d- writing apparatus for reading and 
ritiffg datsf in at least one conforming format from anfl to a recording medium capable of 
recording 'data in a plurality of formats, said data reafling-and-writing apparatus comprising: 
reading-and- writing means for performing reading and writing to the recording 

medium; m4 

control means for controlling saifl data reading-and-writing apparatus so as to 
record the data in the conforming format in a predetermined directory of the recording medium, 
to read the data in the conforming format from the predetermined directory of the recording 
medium, and tojecognize newly received /nformation conc e rning indicative of data in a non- 
conforming format, which differs from tne conforming format, by referring to a directory other 
than the predetermined directory of the/recording medium to determine the format of said newly 
received data; and 

storing means for sto/ing said information indicative of said data in conforming 
format and said data in non-confomiing format . 



2. (Original) A data reading-and-v^iting apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein 
said data reading-and-writing apparatus informs a user of a state of said data reading-and-writing 
apparatus based on the information concerning the data in the non-conforming format. 
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3. (Original) A data reading-and- writing appaj/atus according to Claim 2, further 
comprising display means for performing predetermined <^play, imder the control of said 
control means, based on the information conceming the/data in the non-conforming format. 

4. (Original) A data reading-and-vmting apparatus according to Claim 2, further 
comprising light emitting means for emitting light, wherein said control means varies a light 
emitting state of said light emitting means b^ed on the information conceming the data in the 
non-conforming format. 

5. (Original) A data re4ding-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 2, further 
comprising beep generating means^for generating a beep, under the control of said control 
means, based on the informatioj/ conceming the data in the non-conforming format. 

6. (Original/ A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 3, wherein 
said control means controls said display means so as to display the number of items in the data in 
the non-conforming format. 



7. (jOriginal) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 3, wherein 
said control me^s controls said display means so as to display the size of the data in the non- 
conforming format. 
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8. (Original) A data reading-and-writing/apparatus according to Claim 3, further 
comprising operating means for giving instructions, wherein said control means causes said 
display means to perform predetermined display irf accordance with the instructions given by 
said operating means. 

9. (Original) A data reading-a^d-writing apparatus according to Claim 8, wherein 
said control means causes said display means to perform predetermined display in response to 
the instruction given by said operating means to determine the content of the recording medium. 

1 0. (Original) A data re^ding-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein said control means causes said display means to perform predetermined display in 
response to the instruction given by said operating means to read the recording medium. 

1 1 . (Original) A pata reading-and- writing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said control means controls said reading-and- writing means so as to erase some of the 
data in the non-conforming format. 

12. (Origirml) A data reading-and- writing apparatus according to Claim 11, 
wherein said control means controls said reading-and-writing means so as to erase all the data in 
the non-conforming fomiat. 
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13. (Original) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 11, 
wherein said control means controls said reading-and-writing/means so as to erase the data in the 
non-conforming format in category units. 

14. (Original) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 11, 
wherein said control means controls said reading-and-/vriting means so as to erase the data in the 
non-conforming format in file units. 



15. (Original) A data reading-an^writing apparatus according to Claim 11, 
further comprising display means for perfomyig display, wherein said control means controls 
said display means and said reading-and-writing means so that said display means displays the 



information concerning the data in the non/conforming format prior to erasing the data 



16. (Original) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 11, 
wherein said control means controls said reading-and-writing means so as to erase the data in the 
non-conforming format when the nesidual capacity of the recording medium for writing the data 
in the conforming format is insufficient. 



17. (OriginalyA data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the data in said pljorality of formats are stored in directories having corresponding 
predetermined names; 

said control means refers to the directories based on the names of the directories. 
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18. (Original) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein the directories are created in a root directory ofAhe recording medium. 

19. (Original) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein the directories are created in a specific directory of the recording medium. 

20. (Original) A data reading-an^- writing apparatus according to Claim 17, 
further comprising: 

storage means for storing corifesponding relationship information indicating the 

corresponding relationships between the n^es of the directories and the content of the data 

stored in the directories; 

wherein said control means compares, based on the corresponding relationship 

j 

information in said storage means, the names of the directories recorded on the recording 
medium with the names of the directories indicated in the corresponding relationship 
information. 



21. (Original) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein the directories store data indicating the content of the data stored in the directories; and 

said control mtlm recognizes the content of the data stored in the directories 
based on the data indicating the content of the data. 
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22. (Original) A data reading-and-writii)fe apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the conforming format includes one type. 

23. (Original) A data reading-and-writing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the recording mediimi includes a nonvolatile memory. 

24. (Amended) A data reading-and- writing method for a data reading-and- writing 
apparatus for reading and writing data in at least one conforming format from and to a recording 
medium capable of recording data irya plurality of formats, said data reading-and- writing method 
comprising the steps of: 

writing the data ir/the conforming format in a predetermined directory of the 
recording medium; 

reading the da^a in the conforming format from the predetermined directory of the 
recording medium; and 

recognizing newly received information conc e ming indicative of data in a non- 
conforming format, whioli differs from the conforming format, by referring to a directory other 
than the predetermined/directory of the recording medium to determine the format of said newly 
received data; and 

storing said information indicative of said data in conforming format and said data 
in non-conforming^ormat . 
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25. (Original) A data reading-and-writing/(nethod according to Claim 24, further 
comprising an informing step of informing a user of aitate of said data reading-and-writing 
apparatus based on the information concerning the data in the non-conforming format. 

26. (Original) A data reading-andf-writing method according to Claim 25, further 
comprising a display step of performing predetermined display based on the information 
concerning the data in the non-conforming foimat. 

27. (Original) A data readiiig-and-writing method according to Claim 25, further 
comprising a light emitting step of emitting light, wherein a light emitting state is varied based 
on the information concerning the data/in the non-conforming format. 

28. (Original) A data^reading-and-writing method according to Claim 25, further 
comprising a beep generating ste^^f generating a beep based on the information concerning the 
data in the non-conforming fomiat. 

29. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 26, 
wherein, in said display step/ the number of items in the data in the non-conforming format is 
displayed. 

/ 

30. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 26, 
wherein, in said display step, the size of the data in the non-conforming format is displayed. 
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3 1 . (Original) A data reading-and-writing methofl according to Claim 26, 
wherein, in said display step, predetermined display is performed in accordance with instructions 
given by operating means for giving the instructions. 

32. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 26, 
wherein, in said display step, predetermined display i^performed in response to an instruction to 
determine the content of the recording medium. 

33. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 26, 
wherein, in said display step, predetermined display is performed in response to an instruction to 
read the recording medium. 

34. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 24, further 
comprising an erasing step of erasing some of the data in the non-conforming format. 



35. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 34, wherein 
all the data in the non-conforming format is erased. 



36. (Original) A data/reading-and-writing method according to Claim 34, wherein 
the data in the non-conforming foimat is erased in category units. 



37. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 34, wherein 
the data in the non-conforming format is erased in file units. 
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38. (Original) A data reading-and-vyiiting method according to Claim 34, further 
comprising a display step of displaying the infon^ation concerning the data in the non- 
conforming format prior to erasing the data. 

39. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 34, wherein 
the data in the non-conforming format is erased when the residual capacity of the recording 
medium for writing the data in the conforming format is insufficient. 

40. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 24, wherein 
the data in said plurality of formats are s/ored in directories having corresponding predetermined 
names; and 

the directories are referred to based on the names of the directories. 

41. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 40, wherein 
the directories are created in a roo^airectory of the recording medium. 

42. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 40, wherein 
the directories are created in a specific directory of the recording medium. 

43. (Original)/A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 40, further 
comprising the steps of: 
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storing corresponding relationship informatji^n indicating the corresponding 
relationships between the names of the directories and t^e content of the data stored in the 
directories; and 

comparing, based on the correspondihg relationship information, the names of the 
directories recorded on the recording medium wijp the names of the directories indicated in the 
corresponding relationship information. 

44. (Original) A data readin^and-writing method according to Claim 40, wherein 
the directories store data indicating the coment of the data stored in the directories; and 

the content of the data stored in the directories is recognized based on the data 
indicating the content of the data. 



45. (Original) A datp reading-and-writing method according to Claim 24, wherein 
the conforming format includes one type. 



46. (Original) A data reading-and-writing method according to Claim 24, wherein 
the recording medium includes a non- volatile memory. 



47. (Aniended) A data reading-and-writing system having a recording medium 
capable of recording dam in a plurality of formats and a data reading-and-writing apparatus for 
reading and writing data in at least one conforming format from and to the recording medium, 
said data reading-and-writing system comprising: 
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reading-and- writing means for performii;^ reading and writing to the recording 

medium; aad 

control means for controlling said ^ta reading-and-writing apparatus so as to 
record the data in the conforming format in a predetermined directory of the recording medium, 
to read the data in the conforming format fromrthe predetermined directory of the recording 
medixim, and to recognize newly received information conc e ming indicative of data in a non- 
conforming format, which differs from the/conforming format, by referring to a directory other 
than the predetermined directory of the recording medium to determine the format of said newly 
received data; and 

storing means for storing said information indicative of said data in conforming 
format and said data in non-conforming format . 

48. (Original) A/data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 47, wherein 
said data reading-and-writing apparatus informs a user of a state of said data reading-and-writing 
apparatus based on the information conceming the data in the non-conforming format. 

49. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 48, further 
comprising display nieans for performing predetermined display, under the control of said 
control means, based on the information conceming the data in the non-conforming format. 



(Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 48, further 
comprising ligMt emitting means for emitting light, wherein said control means varies a light 
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emitting state of said light emitting means based on the infoipiation conceming the data in the 
non-conforming format. 

51. (Original) A data reading-and-writirig system according to Claim 48, further 
comprising beep generating means for generating a heepj under the control of said control 
means, based on the information conceming the darn in the non-conforming format. 

52. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 49, wherein 
said control means controls said display meai^s so as to display the number of items in the data in 
the non-conforming format. 

53. (Original) A data readmg-and- writing system according to Claim 49, wherein 
said control means controls said displa/ means so as to display the size of the data in the non 
conforming format. 

54. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 49, further 
comprising operating means forgiving instructions, wherein said control means causes said 
display means to perform prec^etermined display in accordance with the instructions given by 
said operating means. 

55. (Origijal) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 54, wherein 
said control means causes said display means to perform predetermined display in response to 
the instruction given by said operating means to determine the content of the recording medium. 
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56. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 54, wherein 
said control means causes said display means to perfor^/i predetermined display in response to 
the instruction given by said operating means to readyfhe recording medium. 

57. (Original) A data reading-and^^writing system according to Claim 47, wherein 
said control means controls said reading-and-vyriting means so as to erase some of the data in the 
non-conforming format. 

58. (Original) A data reaaing-and- writing system according to Claim 57, wherein 
said control means controls said read^g-and-writing means so as to erase all the data in the non- 
conforming format. 

59. (Original) A/data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 57, wherein 
said control means controls said reading-and-writing means so as to erase the data in the non- 
conforming format in category units. 

60. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 57, wherein 
said control means controls said reading-and-writing means so as to erase the data in the non- 
conforming format/m file xmits. 

>1. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 57, further 
comprising display means for performing display, wherein said control means controls said 



-14- 



00117039 



PATENT 
450100-02728 

display means and said reading-and-writing means so that said display means displays the 
information concerning the data in the non-conforming format prior to erasing the data. 

62. (Original) A data reading-and-\ynting system according to Claim 57, wherein 
said control means controls said reading-and-wri/ing means so as to erase the data in the non- 
conforming format when the residual capacity /f the recording medium for writing the data in 
the conforming format is insufficient. 

63. (Original) A data readmg-and-writing system according to Claim 47, wherein 
the data in said plurality of formats areystored in directories having corresponding predetermined 
names; and 

said control means ri^fers to the directories based on the names of the directories. 

64. (Original) Aytiata reading-and- writing system according to Claim 63, wherein 
the directories are created in a root directory of the recording medium. 



65. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 63, wherein 
the directories are created in a specific directory of the recording medium. 



66. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 63, further 

comprising: 
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storage means for storing corresponding relationship information indicating the 
corresponding relationships between the names of th^directories and the content of the data 
stored in the directories; 

wherein said control means compares, based on the corresponding relationship 
information in said storage means, the names of tne directories recorded on the recording 
medium with the names of the directories indicated in the corresponding relationship 
information. 

67. (Original) A data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 63, wherein 
the directories store data indicating the content of the data stored in the directories; and 

said control means recognizes the content of the data stored in the directories 
based on the data indicating the content of the data. 

68. (Original) A data reading-and- writing system according to Claim 47, wherein 
the conforming format includes one type. 

69. (Original) A/data reading-and-writing system according to Claim 47, wherein 
the recording medium includes a non- volatile memory. 



70. (Amended) A program providing medium for providing a data reading-and- 
writing program to be ap] ied to a data reading-and-writing apparatus for reading and writing 
data in at least one conforming format from and to a recording medium capable of recording data 
in a plurality of formats' said data reading-and-writing program comprising the steps of: 
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writing the data in the conforming format iji a predetermined directory of the 
recording medium; 

reading the data in the conforming fon^at from the predetermined directory of the 
recording medium; and 

recognizing newly received infornffation conc e rning indicative of data in a non- 
conforming format, which differs from the conforming format, by referring to a directory other 
than the predetermined directory of the recording medium to determine the format of said newly 
added received data: and 

storing said information indicative of said data in conforming format and said data 
in non-conforming data . 

71. (Original) A progi^ providing medium according to Claim 70, wherein said 
data reading-and- writing program ftrther comprises an informing step of informing a user of a 
state of said data reading-and- wripng apparatus based on the information concerning the data in 
the non-conforming format. 

72. (Original/ A program providing medium according to Claim 71, wherein said 
data reading-and-writing program fiirther comprises a display step of performing predetermined 
display based on the information conceming the data in the non-conforming format. 



73. (Oi^ginal) A program providing medium according to Claim 72, wherein said 
data reading-and- writing program displays, in said display step, the number of items in the data 
in the non-confomiing format. 
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74. (Original) A program providing medium according to Claim 72, wherein said 
data reading-and-writing program displays, in said ^isplay step, the size of the data in the non- 
conforming format. 

75. (Original) A program providing medium according to Claim 72, wherein, in 
said display step, said data reading-and-wpting program performs predetermined display in 
accordance with instructions given by operating means for giving the instructions. 



76. (Original) A program providing medium according to Claim 75, wherein, in 
said display step, said data reading-and-writing program performs predetermined display in 
response to the instruction to determine the content of the recording medium. 



77. (Original) A program providing medium according to Claim 75, wherein, in 
said display step, said data reading-and-writing program performs predetermined display in 



response to the instruction to read the recording medium. 



78( (Original) A program providing medium according to Claim 70, wherein said 
data reading-and-writing program further comprises an erasing step of erasing the data in the 
non-conforming format. 
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79. (Original) A program providing niedmni according to Claim 78, wherein said 
data reading-and-writing program further comprises ayuisplay step of displaying the information 
conceming the data in the non-conforming format priov to erasing the data. 

80. (Original) A program providfng medium according to Claim 78, wherein said 
data reading-and-writing program erases the ^ata in the non-conforming format when the 
residual capacity of the recording medium/or writing the data in the conforming format is 
insufficient. 

81. (Original) A program providing medium according to Claim 70, wherein the 
data in said plurality of formats a^e stored in directories having corresponding predetermined 
names; and 

said data reading-and-writing program refers to the directories based on the names 
of the directories. 



82. (Original) A program providing medium according to Claim 81, wherein said 

data reading-and-writing program further comprising the steps of: 

/ 

storing corresponding relationship information indicating the corresponding 
relationships between the names of the directories and the content of the data stored in the 
directories; and' 

comparing, based on the corresponding relationship information, the names of the 
directories recorded on the recording mediimi with the names of the directories indicated in the 
corresponding relationship information. 



•19- 00117039 



PATENT 
450100-02728 



83. (Original) A program providing rHfedium according to Claim 81, wherein the 
directories store data indicating the content of the data stored in the directories; and 

said data reading-and-writing program recognizes the content of the data stored in 
the directories based on the data indicating the content of the data. 
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